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AKSEL'S ESSAY
One Drop Makes a Difference

In cur world, individual actions impact people and communities near and

far. Both a drop of water from a sink and a mindrop frem o cloud rovel
through watersheds io join rivers on their way to the ocean. The healh ar
impairments of these drops have a combined impact along their joumey.
My wabershed, Lower West Branch DuPoge River (LVWBDR), in Wheaion
IL, is made up of 853 acres of land. The water from this porfion of land
flows info the Springbrock Tributary or Ferry Creek and enfers the Lower

Vest Branch DuFage River, where the water joins the Dufoge Kiver on itz

wey fo the Mississippi River.

Though my community oppreciotes water, surprisinghy, $0% of
the walers in the LWEBDR watershed are impaired. The sireams, rivers,
and lakes lack cxygen, contain water pollutants [such as nitogen,
phosphomns, badterin, and fecal colform) and have o degroded habitat.
These impairments endanger agquafic life and impact pecple’s ability io
boat and swim. Becouse of these impairments, the local government
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WATER'S WORTH IT

Aksel is 13 years old and enjoys soccer, running, drums, and drawing. His fovarite subject in school is math.
Alesel loves how refre_d'uin.g water is, whather itis a gnnd shower or a duy of hm,rnking.

together with the Environmental Pratection Agency, has taken ociion fo
add more dissalved oxygen to help oquafic life thrive and to decrease
the minimum maximum load of pollution allowed to anter the water. On
one of my daily runs, | noticed the Spring Breok Wetland and Creek
Festoralion Project af the Blackwell Forest Preserve. This project directly
improved the oforementioned impairments. For instance, the project
created wetlands to convey upsireom stormweaier and freated effluent
and also removed a dom to allow fish to swim freely upstream. This
project, funded by the lllingis Tollway, was largely completed in 2020 4o
mitigate impacts from rebuilding the Central TriState Tallway [Blackwel).
After researching the restoration project af Blackwell Forest
Frezarve, | wondered where local efluent was treated. As a result of this
investigafion, | took o virtual tour of the Wheoton Sanitary Distict (WSD),
a reclomation plant that freats waostewater from Wheaton, Southem
Carral Sream, o small porfion of Glen Blen, and unincorporoted parts of
DuPoge Counby [Virual Plant Towr). To improve the ireatment of efluent,

Congressmen Seon Costen obioined 2.6 million dollars to invest in WD
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Matthews Larson, Executive Director of WSD, states that the money will
provide waostewater treatment infrastruchure that will be used to keep

our streams, rivers, and waterways clean” [Costen Announces ERA
Approvall. This funding will ensure that the water released from WD into
Spring Brook is healthy for the emvironment.

While VW5D does their part io clean the watershed, | can do mine
Like a drop of woler becoming part of a siream, my individual aclions,
joined by the pecple around me, can improve the condifion of our
watershed. As a result of this essoy ond research, | om convinced 1o help
change impaired waters. For instance, | will shoren my showers, pick up
my dog's waste and not put foo much salt on the ice after | shovel, s=eing

that these things all confribute to the low cxopgen level. As Mother Terasa
said, °l alone cannot change the world, but | .can cast a stone across the
wioters 1o create many ripples.”

Wyiling this poper mode me think of the lifle harmful things | put in the
water while thinking that they won't hurt anything. Howeves, thousands of
pecple are doing the same exact thing af the some exact momend. This

negatively affects miles of ocean, river, ond creek water. In confmas, |

recognized how individual organizafions such os the Wheaton Sanita
District, the local government, the federal government, the lllinois
Tollway, and the Park Districts wnite to core and conserve our watershed.
Teamwork is af the heart of great achievements.



